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PROVIDING ASSISTANCE   

To Lawyers and Solicitors 

Since 2012, solicitors are now exposed to a higher risk profile in relation to the 

commercial property transactions that they are involved with.  Failure to adequately 

provide for changes to the rules for claiming capital allowances in relation to plant 

and machinery contained within a second hand building, (as outlined in the Law 

Society’s publication “Capital Allowances: New Pooling Requirement), could result in 

a client losing significant amounts of tax relief.


From 2012, tax-paying vendors must pool qualifying expenditure in their tax return, 

and enter into an adequate election on the sale of the property with the purchaser.  In 

addition, replies to Commercial Property Standard Enquiries (CPSE) must be 

detailed, and specifically address any questions raised.  The response, “the 

purchaser should make their own enquiries” will no longer be suitable going forward. 

Failure to adapt to the new changes, could not only mean tax relief being lost for the 

purchaser but also an unwelcome balancing charge for the vendor.  Thereby, resulting 

in an additional tax liability, and a possible claim for negligence against the practice.
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Access to specialist 

property tax advice 

could provide you with 

additional negotiation 

tools

Unlocking Property Tax Relief
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Cavetta Consulting can provide valuable assistance to 

solicitors in a number of ways:


Advise on the appropriate wording of clauses for 

inclusion in the contract of sale, and in the 

agreement for lease where a landlord makes a 

contribution towards a tenant’s fit out costs.


Advise on the implications of particular ownership 

structures.


Review the capital allowances position before the 

contract for sale is completed. Ensuring that the 

vendor completes all the appropriate elections in 

accordance with the Capital Allowances Act 2001.


Review replies to CPSE, to ensure that the 

responses provided (or received) are sufficient to 

ensure that a successful claim for capital 

allowances can be made going forward.


Providing you with tailored continual professional 

development events, which will allow you to keep 

up to date with industry developments.


At Ċavetta Consulting, our directors have 

considerable experience advising businesses, 

property investors, landlords and occupiers on all 

capital allowances implications that impact their business. Our fee structure is 

tailored to take account for the tax status of the individual or company, and is 

designed to add value to their business.  


We offer free advice to clients to make them aware of the benefits that the tax 

system offers, and a no obligation review of completed or potential schemes in 

order to determine whether a viable claim for property tax reliefs can be made. 


If you would like to further information, please contact either Lois or Alan. 

Alternatively you can email us at info@cavettaconsulting.com.

All images courtesy of freeimages.co.uk and http://www.dreamstime.com �2

In the desire to 

generate income 

from a new 

business, valuable 

property tax relief 

is often forgotten 

about and left 

unclaimed

Edinburgh Office 

Lois Stirling 

0131 610 0056 

Glasgow Office 

Alan Cadden 

0131 432 0056 

This briefing is intended to provide an introductory outline to certain aspects of the UK Capital Allowances regime. It should not be used 

instead of obtaining proper professional advice.  The outline is for guidance only and is not an appropriate basis for decision-making.
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